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Welcome to the news letter for April. 

 
We are now into Spring, the clocks go forward and Trout will be looking to 
pack on weight for the spawning season and Winter, its a good time to go 
fishing. 
 
The club had a very successful club night in March with a good attendance. 
Speaker Andrew Burden brought down a selection of rod and reels and gave 
some casting tuition, before an excellent talk on fishing the Taupo region, 
which as you should know is the venue(s) for the Inter Club Competition 
being organized by the Taupo club on the weekend of 17th / 18th April. 
 
Ian Robbie is collating entries and the contact for this event, and a reminder 
you do need a DOC license to fish the Taupo region. I am sure Ian will send 
out an e-mail regarding the arrangements and entry forms should already 
be in your inbox. 
 
This coming month the club night is on 19th April and the guest speaker will 
be Karsten Neben of Manic tackle. 
 
The Snapper trip planned for the ANZAC weekend has had to be cancelled 
due to only 5 people indicating they wished to go, one day we will end up 
doing this trip! 
 

Hope those who went to Rerewhakiaatu had a good time and caught some 
fish, the Softball season has all but finished for me now, so I can start to get 
a bit more fishing in and Winter has always been my favourite fishing time. 
 
Just a reminder to all Members, the club has a new web 
site www.taurangaanglers.co.nz and a Facebook page which can be found 
at Tauranga Anglers Club and contains up to date event information, tips, 
hints and useful videos, we are even followed by Eastern Fish & Game. 
 
Finally, special congratulations to our member Ollie Bassett (pictured left) 
who finished 1st in the Sport Fly Fishing NZ (SFFNZ) New Zealand National 
River Championships, a marvelous achievement for one so young and an 
honorary mention to club members Suzie Foggo and James Fuller, who fin-
ished 16th and 14th respectively, and I am sure had fun fishing the event. 
 

Tight Lines 
 
Rebecca 

http://www.taurangaanglers.co.nz/


Tauranga Anglers Club  
 

THERE ARE NO NEW CLUB MEMBERS 
THIS MONTH. 

 
 
 

 

REMEMBER 
 

THE MEMBERSHIP INCENTIVE SCHEME INTRODUCE THREE 
NEW ADULT OR FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS AND YOU GET YOUR 

NEXT YEAR SUBSCRIPTION FREE! 

CLUB MEMBERS ENJOY:- 
 

 Monthly meetings      Fly casting tuition 

 Monthly newsletter     Club merchandise 

 Guest speakers       Fly tying classes 

 Monthly organised club trips  Book and video library 

 Competitions and prizes   Member Retail Discounts 



Tauranga Anglers Club Inc. 
Official Newsletter 

Executive Committee:     

President Rebecca Taylor 021881809 

Past President Richard Thomson 021501777 

Secretary Rebecca Taylor 021881809 
Treasurer Ian Young 0274851305 
Senior Club Captain Stuart Vaughan 0210719911 

Committee   

Merchandise Geoff Kelly 0274496241  
Gear Guardian Phil Sinclair 0220490454  

Library & Grants   

Trophy Master Geoff Kelly 0274496241  
Raffles Clive Woodward 0212203244 
Committee Members Mike Limmer 0211908517 
 Ian Robbie 0226769824 
Newsletter Editor James Fuller 0221598632 

 
Please email all magazine articles 
and pictures to jfuller72@gmail.com 

 

 by one week prior to month-end.   

Website: www.tga-anglers-club.playz.it   
Email: taurangaanglersclub@hotmail.com 

Meetings: 
 
 
 
 
 

3rd Monday of the Month 

Tauranga Fish & Dive Centre 

60 Cross Road 

Sulphur Point 
7.30pm 

Clubroom ph: 571 8450 

 
Life Members:  

 
Peter Garaway        Stuart Vaughan 
Mike Limmer            Bernie Findlay 
Rob Limmer   
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April 

 

Day trip to Taupo to practice prior to BOP Inter-club  

tournament in April. Date TBC 

 

Sat 3rd – Sun 4th April: Club Trip Waihou/Waimakariri 

streams. Contact Ian Robbie for details on 0226769824. 

 

 

Sat 17th-Sun 18th: BOP Interclub Tournament in Taupo 

 

Mon 19th: Club Night: Expert fly-tyer Karsten Neben talks 

about his fly-tying journey and approach; and also gives a 

demonstration. From 7.30pm 

 

May 

 

Mon 17th: Club Night: Speaker TBC 

 

Sat 22nd-Sun 23rd: Club Trip: Blue Lake  

 

June 

 

Mon 21st: Club Night: Speaker TBC 

 

Sat 26th: Club Trip: Lake Okataina  

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
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MEMBER DISCOUNTS 
 

As a member of the Tauranga Anglers Club you are eligible to discounts 
when you purchase items from these listed stores. Please note any special 
requirement.  To qualify you must show a current membership card. 

 

HAMILLS NEW ZEALAND: Corner 9th Ave & Cameron Road, Tauranga.  
10% over full range.  Exceptions apply.  

TAURANGA HUNTING & FISHING: 65 Chapel Street, Tauranga. 10% 
discount across the full range except items already on special. Minimum 
purchase $20.  

CONDER MARINE:1 Enterprise Drive, Papamoa Beach, Tauranga. Identify 

yourself as a Tauranga Anglers Club member and Conder Marine owner 
Russell has said that he will sort out a deal for you. 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

Monday 19 April 
Speaker from 7.30pm:  

Expert fly-tyer Karsten Neben talks about 

his fly-tying journey and approach; and 

also gives a demonstration 
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CLUB SHIRTS NOW AVAILABLE 

ZW460 Men’s Outdoor Shirt Long Sleeve – Stone 
Complete with TAC Monogram. $78 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

XT Performance Polo 
Complete with TAC Monogram  $38 
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P400L Crew Polo – Long Sleeved 
55% Polyester/35% Cotton 

Black or Charcoal 
Complete with TAC Monogram. $45 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

P400 Crew Polo Shirt 55% Polyester/35%Cotton 
Black, Charcoal or Marle Grey 

Complete with TAC Monogram. $35 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To order call Geoff Kelly on 0274 496 241 



10                            Tauranga Anglers Club                    Mar 21 

Ollie Bassett crowned 2021 national river champion 
 
Ollie Bassett has taken out this weekend’s Sport Fly Fishing NZ (SFFNZ) 
River Nationals sponsored by Manic Tackle to become the youngest national 
champion in New Zealand competition fly fishing history. 
 
The 19 year-old completed a dominant display to top the podium ahead of 
more seasoned performers in second-placed Johnny Bell and Johannes Krill 
in third.  
 
The competition was based out of Taumarunui, in the central North Island’s 
King Country, and fished on the Whakapapa and Whanganui rivers. It was 
held over two days, across four three-hour sessions - 9am-12pm and 2-5pm 
on both days. 16 competitors, who had qualified by virtue of their points 
tallies during the regular season, took part. And, after 12 hours of fishing on 

two beautiful but powerful rivers, there were some aching bodies come 
prizegiving time on Sunday evening. 
 
Following the medal cere-
mony Ollie - who also won a 
Primal 10ft6ins 3wt from 
sponsors Manic Tackle - said 

what he had achieved had-
n’t sunk in yet. 
 
“I can’t really believe it ac-
tually if I’m honest,” he 
said. “I remember at my 
first Nationals back in 2018 
I didn’t do that well and I 

was looking at the guys up 
at the top - people like Cory 
Scott, Johnny Gummer, 
Johnny Bell - and thinking 
one day I want that to be 
me. They were the type of 
people I wanted to fish like. 
 
“I’ve been training pretty 
hard and it all came to-
gether for me really. I got 
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quite lucky with the draw, I did 
get some good beats and I 
would like to acknowledge that, 
but I feel that I fished them 
well.” 
 
Ollie caught the majority of his 
fish euronymphing but also 
took some fishing dry-dropper 
and swinging wee wets and 
streamers. He described the 
progression of his competition.  
 
“First session I got 22 fish out 
of Beat 9, the top beat on the 

Whanganui, which was enough 
to win that session, and was a 
good start. Then Saturday af-
ternoon was Beat 13 which is a 
beat I’ve had a few times so I 
know it pretty well. I was tar-
geting little fish there but also 

managed to get a couple of bigger ones including my biggest Whanganui 
rainbow at 62cms. I had 23 fish for second in the session behind Peter 
Scott. I was happy with that though because I’d had the same beat during 
the Commonwealths and I learned from a couple of mistakes I’d made then, 
managed the beat a bit differently, and caught more fish.  
 
“Sunday, first up was Beat 7 on the Whakapapa, where amongst my fish I 
managed to get a big brown of 70cms out of a deep hole which was good 

fun, and I was able to win that session. So going into the fourth and final 
session I was pretty nervous because I knew I was in a good position. I 
managed a second place there, which was enough to win the competition in 
the end. I did lose quite a lot of fish in that session though which I wasn’t 
very happy about, including a really big rainbow right at the end. That kept 
me feeling nervous as I didn’t know if 13 fish would be enough, thankfully it 
was.” 
 
The new national champion thanked his parents for all their support, men-
tors who have helped him along the way, and controllers, organisers and 
sponsors for making it all possible. 
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So how does a teenage champion celebrate?  
 
“I’m going to sleep, I’m so tired. Then I’ve got university tomorrow and lab 

reports to write, so it’s straight back down to earth,” he laughed. 
 
Competition organiser and SFFNZ Vice President Nick Langdon said he 
wanted to thank a number of people including competition sponsors Manic 
Tackle. 
 
“Massive thanks to Manic Tackle for sponsoring the competition and to my 
fellow organisers Chris Young and Billy Thrupp. Also a big shout out to Peter 

Scott. Every time we fish these rivers Peter puts his hand up to do the hard 
yards. He walked a lot of kilometres marking out the beats and then turned 
around and competed two days as well. Incredible effort. 
 
“The controllers as well, for giving up their time, they were absolutely first 
class this weekend, fantastic, we simply can’t do what we do without them. I 
also understand a couple of them are thinking of having a crack at competi-

tion fishing which is great and what it’s all about.” 
 
Nick congratulated Ollie on his win. 
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“Ollie fished fantastically all 
weekend and was a command-

ing winner in the end. I’m cer-
tain it’s not the only time we’re 
going to see his name on that 
trophy. He’s the future along 
with guys like Hugo (Pearce) 
as well, who’s only 17. Con-
tinually growing the sport and 
attracting talented young peo-

ple like them to it is what it’s 
all about really.” 
 
Nick added that creditable 
mentions amongst the field 
should also go to the three 
female anglers who fished Ra-

chel McNae, Louise Stuart and 
Suzie Foggo. 
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Stockists of Simms, Lamson, Airflo, Sage and many more.  
Bay Central Shopping Centre, 65 Chapel Street, Tauranga 

Telephone: 928 4303, Facsimile: 928 4308 
Email:tgahuntfish@xtra.co.nz 

TAURANGA 

mailto:tgahuntfish@xtra.co.nz
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Rerewhakaaitu club trip 
 
The weather looked good for the entire weekend but the only bugger was that 
stinkin sou-easterly wind that blew onto the beach the whole time. I'm glad I 
took some warm clothes with me. There was a good turnout of club members, 
some camping in motorhomes and others glamping at a local bnb.  
 
Gary Rooks arrived at the camp on Thursday so he had a headstart on the rest 
of us with nine fish caught. I took Ken Freer out with me Friday arvo and he 
tells me he hasn't caught a trout before so I set him up with a bibbed rapala 
brown trout lure on his egg beater setup and I had one of Rookies favourite 
stump jumpers on my jigging setup.  
 
Into the shallows by the lodge and around off the opposite side of the Rere Do-
main next thing Ken is in action, the reel releasing line at a fast rate until Ken 
got the fish under control and we finally had the fish in the net. Congrats mate, 
your first trout. I got nothing on Friday. That evening we lit a fire on the beach 
and we all sat around telling lies and I entertained them with a few tunes on the 
accordion. Luckily the wind 
seamed to drop out in the eve-
nings thank goodness.  
 

Saturday Ken and I went back to 
the same area as we did get some 
shelter from that bloody wind and 
a fish each for the morning ses-
sion. Erroll and Geoff and the 
O’Riordan family were on the wa-
ter and came down to the camp at 
lunchtime for a catch-up and 

weigh in there catches. Ian Robbie 
had arrived by then and was set-
ting up his inflatable. 
 
Gary had two more fish to add to 
his nine and decided he was happi-
ness filled so homeward bound 

was the plan, the O’Riordans 
weighed in four and Geoff two fish.  
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Ian Robbie came 

equipped with his tent 
but I told him I had a 
spare bed in my bus if 
he wanted and he ac-
cepted. Another fire on 
the beach, more lies 
and Ian entertained us 

with music on his 
boom box gadget, billy 
boiled on the fire and 
hot drinks all round 
before retiring for the 
night.  
 
On Sunday I set Ken 
up with a harling rig 
along with myself and 
back to the shallows 
we went two more fish 
each. Tim and Corban caught more and Ian Robbie finally blooded his inflat-
able with a fish. 20 odd fish caught for the weekend, Gary with the heaviest 
@2lb 8oz, Tim with the longest @510mm. 
 
We all packed up except Ian who fished the afternoon only to lose two lures 
and no fish.  
 
 
Thats all from 
me, 
 
 
 
Cheers Woody  
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Tauranga Anglers Club  

Facebook Page 
 
Club members are encouraged to check out our 
Facebook page.  
 
It’s a great place to interact with other club 
members, skite about catches, post interesting 
fishing-related content, or just throw some light
-hearted abuse at friends and fellow fishermen. 
 
Just go to Facebook and search ‘Tauranga Anglers Club’.  
 
John Gray has also suggested a couple of interesting fishing sites with  
regular updates and fishing tips which members might enjoy: 
 
You Tube       Facebook 
 
Trout Hunting NZ     Sporting Life Fishing Outfitters - Turangi 
Tripping on Trout     Tongariro River Motel  

 
 

Have YOU paid your 

subs? 
 
 

 
TAC subs now payable, either pay online or to our Treasurer 
Ian Young. 
 
Family membership $45 
Single membership $40 
 
Bank account 030435 0477406 00      Westpac 
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Locator beacon makes for a speedy rescue for injured trout angler 
 
Within minutes of a woman calling for help after falling and being left un-
able to walk in the remote Kaweka Forest, rescuers were on the way. 
It was only because the 60-year-old woman and her partner activated a 
personal locator beacon that the Hawke's Bay rescue helicopter was able 
locate the pair quickly. The pair were trout fishing on the Ngaruroro River in 
the Kaweka Ranges when the woman fell and hurt her leg. 
Lowe Corporation Rescue Helicopter general manager Ian Wilmot confirmed 
the crew were alerted to the incident at about 2.45pm on Monday (29 
March) and were airborne within six minutes. It was likely the couple would-
n't have had cellphone reception where they were fishing, he said. 
"[The job] wasn't hard because they'd activated the beacon, so they had a 
really good location on where they were. 
"Beacons make our job easier," he said, as they provide an exact location of 

a person's location. 
"[It's] relatively easy to just fly in and get them." 
The crew landed nearby the injured woman and transported her to hospital. 
While the trout fishing season is coming to a close, the deer hunting season 
has just begun. Today's rescue comes as a reminder of the importance of 
personal locator beacons for those making the most of the roar. 
"From our point of view, if any hunters are going to be out there and in 
trouble, it's going to make our job easier if they've got a personal locator 
beacon with them." 
Today's rescue follows another Hawke's Bay rescue late last week, where 
the Lowe Corporation Rescue Helicopter crew picked up a hunter and his 
dog from the Ruahine Range near Tikokino. 
The hunter was overdue by a day and his family had just spoken with police 
when he activated his personal locator beacon. 
Wilmot said at the time that there'd likely be a few more hunters picked up 

with the yearly hunting season just beginning and emphasised the impor-
tance of hunters having a PLB on them and being prepared. 
Chief executive of the New Zealand Mountain Safety Council Mike Daisley 
said locator beacons were a great idea for hunters heading out into the for-
est but acknowledged that they can be expensive. 
"A lot of New Zealand's backcountry and bush is not covered very well by 
cellphone. The short version is you can't rely on your cellphone as a means 
of communication." 
The "absolute minimum" for hunters heading out into the wilderness would 
be to leave detailed information with friends or family about where they in-
tend to go and when you intend to return. 
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CLUB INFO 
CLUB SUBSCRIPTIONS: 
Family (Two adults & kids under-18) $ 45 
Adult           $ 40 
Junior (13—17 yrs)         $ 10 
Child (12 yrs and under)    Free 
NB: Club year runs from 1 July to 30 June.  
Subscriptions cover the following year if new 
members join in May or June. 

 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Second Monday each month, 7pm, clubrooms 
at Tauranga Fish & Dive Centre.  Members are 
welcome to attend. 

 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS/POSTCODE 
Please let the Secretary know any changes to 
your postal address and/or phone number so 
you still receive your newsletter.   
Members with email can forward their address 
to the secretary at the club’s email address for 
the club database. 
Please also let the Secretary know your post-
code to assist with NZ Post requirements. 

 
CLUB PHOTO ALBUM 
We would like photographs for the club album. 
If you have any that may be suitable, bring 
them along on club night and give them to a 
committee member or Mike Limmer.  
 

CLUB LIBRARY 
There is a club library which is available on 
club nights. It holds good books and videos 
covering fly fishing techniques and fly tying. To 
borrow from the library is free to all members 
and Bernie can be contacted for further      
information.  
 
MAGAZINE ARTICLES AND PHOTOS  
All articles need to be to the editor by the last 
Monday of the preceding month. Items can be 
emailed to the club’s email address:                               
taurangaanglersclub@hotmail.com or directly 
to jfuller72@gmail.com; or posted to 2 Flinders 
Place, Welcome Bay, Tauranga, 3112. 

 
ADVERTISING 
All advertising enquiries or suggestions should 
be forwarded to a committee member or to the 
club email address. 

IDEAS FOR CLUB NIGHTS OR TRIPS   
If you have any special ideas for future club 
nights let one of your committee know. If you 
want to go somewhere, you need to tell us!     
Contact Rebecca Taylor or any committee 
member.  
 

TROPHY APPLICATION FORMS 
Trophy application forms are available on club 
trips, cub nights, and from the club website. 
 

FISHING HINTS AND TIPS 
If you are new to the club or new to fly fishing 
and have any questions about the sport, ask on 
a club night or trip, we’ll do our best to answer 
it or put you in touch with another member who 
knows the most on the subject. 
 

FLOAT TUBES, WADERS, FLY RODS 
AND PONTOON BOAT 
The club has two float tubes for hire, waders of 
various sizes, fly rods and a pontoon boat for 
use by club  members. If you are interested 
please phone Phil Sinclair. 
 

FIRST FISH 
The club presents certificates to members who 
catch their first fish on a fly rod. If there is any 
member who is aware of any member who may 
be eligible please contact Phil Sinclair or any 
committee member. 
 

WEIGH-INS 
Club scales are available from Stuart Vaughan 
or if not convenient then fish can be weighed at 
any shop with registered scales. 
 

CAUGHT A TAGGED FISH? 
Please complete a form which is available on 
the Fish and Game website and return it to 
Eastern Fish & Game. Alternatively you can 
phone or email the tag number, where the fish 
was caught and length of the fish to the     
Eastern office of Fish and Game. Each      
completed form goes into the annual draw to 
win a free adult season licence. 

 
CLUB WEBSITE 
Suggestions for improvement or amendment 
please direct towards a committee member or 
Dylan Thorne. 
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CONTACTING A RANGER: 
If you see something ‘fishy’ going on, report it 
IMMEDIATELY. Report suspicious or illegal 
activity (methods, closed waters, etc.) and take 
note of vehicle type and plate number, descrip-
tions of people involved. DO NOT GET IN-
VOLVED YOURSELF — JUST REPORT.  
Call:  Eastern Fish & Game in Rotorua: 0800 
POACHING (0800 762 244) at any time. 
 

MCLAREN FALLS PARK GATE KEYS: 
Keys are available for McLaren Falls Park and 
Ruahihi Canal, enabling vehicular access in 
the evening. Stu Vaughan holds the keys—call 
him first on 544 0985 to arrange collection. If 
you lose the key you will be liable for the $50 
deposit the club has paid on each key. 
 

KAINGAROA FOREST PERMITS 
Anglers wanting forestry permits should con-
tact Security Consultants at 66 Tarewa Road.  
Opening hours  are Mon—Fri 8:30am —5pm 
phone (07) 347 8880. 
 

0800 LICENCE SALES: 
Call 0800 LICENCE (0800-542 362), and have 
your credit card handy. You must then carry 
permanent ID with you when you are fishing, 

until your licence arrives. 
 

TAURANGA FISH AND DIVE CENTRE: 
The Fish & Dive Centre is open to members 
for a meal and drinks every Friday night and 
Sunday afternoons, 4-7pm. The club rooms 
are available for hire for weddings, 21st’s, etc., 
for members and non-members, so tell your 
friends. Information and bookings: Val        
Robinson on valatfantashia@hotmail.com 
 or 07-5761701.  Mailing address: 15 Glenfield 
Place, Brookfield, Tauranga 3110. 

 
 
 
WANTED TO BUY 
Do you have something 
you need to buy,      
members can advertise 
it here for free. 
 
 
 

WANTED TO SELL 
Do you have       
something to sell?  
Members advertise 
here for free. 
 
 

CLUB INFO 

CLUB MERCHANDISE FOR 

SALE 
 

Orders taken on club nights or by contacting 
Geoff Kelly  

 

   
 

  Fish Bags:  25 bags for $5 
  Number plate surrounds: FREE 

mailto:valatfantashia@hotmail.com




 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Stockists of:  

 

Sage, Redington, 

Rio, Umpqua, 

C3 Flies, Hanak, 

Orvis, Airflo, Riverworks, 

Scientific Anglers, Pat Swift Flies, 

Stroft, Double X 

 
Opening hours  

8.30am to 5.30pm Monday to Friday  

Saturday 9am to 2pm 

 
Corner of Ninth Ave and Cameron Road  

Phone number 07 578 0995 

Email Tauranga@hamillsnz.co.nz  
 

FOR ALL YOUR FISHING AND HUNTING NEEDS 

WITH THE BEST SERVICE AND PRICES 


